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President’s Message 

I hope this finds our UMW Family well and safe. This is a really 
interesting time. Hopewell UMC’s pastor, Kristen Lawson, has 
come up with creative ways to keep us united in our church. She 
has to be working overtime to do all she is doing. I know most of 
your Pastors are doing the same thing. We need to make sure we 
thank them for all they are doing in this trying time. 

For the churches in Logan County, Our Daily Bread is in need of 
help, if you can help call 937-592-6325; they will be happy to tell 
you what you can do to help.  

For anyone who can give blood, it would be great if you do. The 
Red Cross is asking for help; go to their web site at 
redcrossblood.org and find a location and time near you. 

It was regretful that we had to cancel our Spring meeting. We had 
a fantastic day planned in Logan County at the Lewistown Trinity 
UMC. They have a beautiful facility and you would have had a fun 
day with a great meeting! Good food and fellowship, seeing old 
friends and making new ones. 

It too is regretful that the WOC meeting was cancelled. We, as 
Christian women, need to stay focused on what really counts right 
now.—taking care of ourselves, so we can take care of others. 

Our Mission u is cancelled this year too, but you can still read the 
book Finding Peace in and Anxious World. Wow what an 
appropriate title; a good read...right now. 

With our school children not able to go back to school, some of 
the most vulnerable children are getting farther behind. When 
things open up, it would be great if our churches would open a 
couple days a week and our great ladies, would help these 
children read. I am sure their teachers would give you advice on 
which children need extra help, and what the need is. Teachers 
are great!!!! and giving people. These little people are the ones 
that will rule the world in the future.  We can help them be 
prepared. 

To all our UMW ladies, we want you to stay safe, keep praying for 
your friends, family and the United States. God will get us through 
this, but in His time; He is expecting us to step up and do all we 
can to help one another. 

Blessings, 
Margie Hewitt 

From time to time, an ENewsletter will be sent between issues of 
our quarterly newsletter. To receive this news, please send your 
email to smfunt922@gmail.com. 

Shirley Funt, Communications 
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At our District Treasurers’ meeting on March 7, 2020 with 
WOC Treasurer Connie Hook, we were asked to notify 
our local units about sending gifts directly to the intended 
recipients which will ensure that the money will be 
available for their use much sooner. These recipients 
include the following: 

Legacy Fund—send directly to: United Methodist 
Women, Office of the Treasurer 
475 Riverside Drive, 15

th
 floor 

New York, NY 10115 

UMCOR—send directly to: GBGM 
458 Ponce DeLeon Ave. NE, Room 226 
Atlanta, GA 30308-1836 

National Missions in Ohio—send directly to: 
Community Development 4 All People 
946 Parsons Ave 
Columbus, OH 43206 

Friendly Center 
1324 N. Superior St. 
Toledo, OH 43604 

Wesley Education Center 
525 Hale Ave. 
Cincinnati, OH 45229 

Wesley Center Community Center 
3730 Delphos Ave. 
Dayton, OH 45417 

Other National Missions—send directly to: 
Red Bird Mission, #773728 
70 Queendale Center 
Beverly, KY 40913 

Henderson Settlement, #773365 
P. O. Box 205 
Frakes, KY 40940 

Local Gifts—send directly to the local organization. The 
one exception to this is the subject of gifts to Brighter 
Future for Children. Continue to send these to your 
District Treasurer for forwarding to New York. The reason 
for this is that these $’s are distributed among several 
funds and aren’t isolated to one destination. 

Shirley Adams, Treasurer 

      

As the UMW continues to pray and support our national 
and international missions may we also remember the 4 
initiatives that we are supporting. Maternal & Child 
Health, Climate Justice, Economic Inequality and The 
Criminalization of Communities of Color and Mass 
Incarceration. With all that has happened this spring we 
need to know the latest on how we move forward in our 
prayers and our outreach. The United Methodist women 
website has several places to look up the information that 
is being forwarded from NYC. The website address is 
unitedmethodistwomen.org. You can then check under 
the press room {which gives up-to-date reports} or 
advocacy {which breaks down each of the initiatives]. 
Another resource is Response magazine. The articles 
and information given within it are windows into what is 
happening here in the US and around the world. I hope 
and pray that all of you are safe and well.  

 
I hope you are all staying home and staying safe. I am so 
grateful to all of you who are on the frontline helping 
others through these unprecedented times.  I missed 
seeing you at our Spring Meeting. As part of the program 
we had planned for you, I was to give a presentation on 
the organization of United Methodist Women. I will recap 
the content of that for you. 
 
United Methodist Women is the largest organization of 
women in the world. YOU are an important part of this 
organization. Let me show you how the power of one can 
make a difference, combined with all the other members. 
 
Your local unit, no matter the size from 2-102, makes a 
difference in the lives of women and children around the 
world. Your support of United Methodist Women projects 
and programs, through prayers, time and money, makes 
a difference. 
 
Your local units make up our district, Capitol Area North. 
In the Capitol Area North District there are 37 units and 
1400 members. Capitol Area North is one of 8 Districts 
within the West Ohio Conference. There are 419 units 
and 11908 members in the West Ohio Conference. If you 
draw a line roughly from Toledo diagonally to Marietta, 
that is the WOC.  

 

West Ohio Conference is part of the North Central 
Jurisdiction. There are nine states in this Jurisdiction and 
5 jurisdictions and 7 central conference within the 
National United Methodist Women organization. The 
national organization has 800,000 members. 
 
So you see ONE person can make a difference. 
I hope we can be together again soon and I wish you 
Health and Happiness.  

Pam Evans, Secretary 

      

Officer Updates 

and information given within it are windows into what is 
happening here in the US and around the world. I hope 
and pray that all of you are safe and well.  
 

Gail Burns, Social Action 

http://unitedmethodistwomen.org/


Hello from us in our ”Stay-at-Home” homes to you in your 
“Stay-at-Home” homes! 
 
As your Membership Nurture and Outreach Co-Chairs, 
we’ve been trying to gather the required membership 
data. It has been a pleasure to be in touch with you to get 
your numbers and to learn about your units and what 
keeps you motivated and in fellowship with each other. It 
is a joy to hear your stories and hear about the 
uniqueness of each Circle and unit. Do continue to be in 
touch with and caring for one another and others during 
this Coronavirus Pandemic. Thank you for responding to 
our calls, emails, and messages. There are currently 
seven (7) units we haven’t heard from. We are sorry we 
missed you, but it’s never too late to respond. Our data 
has been reported and the deadline met, however, it can 
easily be amended. We especially need the names of 
your deceased members. Thank you! 
 
In the past few weeks a very persistent male robin has 
been defending his territory by consistently flying against 
his reflection in my glass sunroom door.  In spite of my 
efforts to save him from himself by partially covering the 
glass he still flies with a horrific thud at what he can still 
see of his reflection in the gap between the covering and 
the glass.  The glass is now completely covered so there 
is no reflection to threaten him.  He hasn’t returned for 
days.  I hope he and his mate are safe.  His persistence 
reminded me of how persistent we must be in our faith, 
hope, and trust in our journey together through the threat 
of COVID19.  Be safe and healthy, and be persistent in 
faith, hope and trust. 
 
Membership Co-Chairs:  
Debby Steele (614-659-7185) and Pam Boh (614-205-
1011) 
 
Membership = Momentum Encompassing Many Broadening 
Evangelism Recruiting Sisters—Helping Inspire Power. 

      

Book Review by Elissa McLaughlin 

Donna was 8 and her younger sister 
4 when they were taken from their 
alcoholic mother and placed in a 
foster home. It was a good but not a 
loving home. Donna acted out 
wanting to be with her mother and 
finally was returned to her mother. It 
was not a good home. Alcohol and 
drugs and a series of men rotated in 
and out of her mother’s dysfunctional 
life. Her mother told Donna that if 
she didn’t like living there she should 
get married. So at age 17 Donna did 

just that and went on to make all the same mistakes as 
her mother except for the alcoholism. Looking for love 
and support for herself and for her children she divorced 
and married disasterously several more times. She 
doesn’t spare herself as she recounts the violence; 
sexual, physical, and mental, that she endured.  
 
She ended up in California and joined The American 
Church of God which was one of those churches that 
grow rapidly because of a very charismatic leader but 
often does not survive the death of the leader. At this 
church she found a relationship with Jesus and grew in 
her faith. She also met a man who was interested in 
marrying her but because of the cult-like nature of the 
Church of God they needed to have the permission of the 
leader to marry. The leader wanted them to not live 
together but to wait a year. They waited, getting to know 
each other and growing stronger in their faith. Their 
marriage has lasted longer than 26 years and Donna is 
now a speaker and life-coach counselor attesting to the 
faithfulness of God and the transformational power of 
God’s love. 
 
Be Warned—once you start this book you will not be able 
to put it down until you finish it. 
 
John 4:13-15. Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of 
this water will be thirsty again, but those who drink of the 
water that I give them will never be thirsty. The water that 
I will give will become in them a spring of water gushing 
up to eternal life. The woman said to him , “Sir, give me 
this water, so that I may never be thirsty or have to keep 
coming here to draw water.” 
 

      

 

One of UMW's National Mission sites is in south Columbus, 
Community Development for All People (CD4AP), 946 
Parsons Avenue, Columbus, OH 43207.  Across the street is 
where CD4AP has taken a drive-in liquor store and 
transformed it into a drive-in Fresh Market, and you can help 
in this ministry.    
  
Maybe you have read about the Fresh Market in the 
Columbus Dispatch;  it distributes the most fresh produce of 
any Mid-Ohio Food Pantry and is one of the top ten in the 
United States. Presently volunteers are wearing face masks, 
and clients do not need to get out of their cars.  They drive 
up, share their registered information, and drive around 
where volunteers place the food of the day in the clients' 
trunk or on their back seat.   
  
Often the food received is not just fresh fruits and 
vegetables, but also a gallon of milk and a dozen of 
eggs.  Clients can return each weekday (Tuesday through 
Saturday), so this is a ministry helping many families survive 
this pandemic time of unemployment. 

 
(continued next column) 

(Community Development for All People continued) 
 

Where you can assist in this ministry is to donate your 
used grocery bags.  With between 400-500 clients each 
day, there is a need for 500 grocery bags per day.  Also 
volunteers can also use face masks.   
  
To deliver any donations, just pull up in line off Parsons 
Avenue (just north of Whittier Avenue) and hand to the 
volunteer directing traffic.  Bless you all!   
Linda Miller, Community Development for All People 
Board Member, 614-633-7176 or 
osucanningnut68@gmail.com  

mailto:osucanningnut68@gmail.com


Finding Peace in an Anxious World 
 
Our Capitol Area North District presented a retreat program on Thursday, March 12

th
 at Hopewell United Methodist 

Church in Bellefontaine, Ohio, using the book, Finding Peace in an Anxious World (Spiritual Growth Study book for 
our 2020 Mission u program) edited by Erin James-Brown. Here is a brief synopsis of our Retreat program. The book 
features THE SERENITY PRAYER: 

THE SERENITY PRAYER:   
God grant me the SERENITY to ACCEPT the things I cannot change;  

COURATE to change the things I can;  
and WISDOM to know the difference.   

 
Living one day at a time;  

Enjoying one moment at a time;  
Accepting hardships as the pathway to peace;  

Taking, as He did, this sinful world as it is, not as I would have it;  
Trusting that He will make all things right if I surrender to His will;  

So that I may be reasonably happy in in this life  
And supremely happy with Him forever and ever in the next.   

Amen. 
 
In its current form, this prayer was composed by theologian REINHOLD NIEBUHR in 1943 for his congregation in Heath, 
Massachusetts to help them resist the forces of intolerance, antisemitism, xenophobia, which were threatening to 
consume America with fear during World War II (9/1/1939 – 9/2/1945). 

a. A prayer for times of fear, worry and anxiety.  The prayer does not deny that anxiety exists - - it equips humans 
to manage the very real forces of fear and anxiety by placing their trust in God’s power to work toward good. 

b. The SERENITY PRAYER builds a strong relationship of trust - - that God will give us courage, wisdom and the 
community we need in all situations. 

c. There is a lot in our lives that cause us ANXIETY – Coronavirus is certainly at the top of our list, other stressors 
include personal health problems; caring for family members who are ill; caring for children, aging 
parents or other relatives; family issues; health-care costs (meds/premium costs/coverage issues); 
mental health challenges – for ourselves and for loved ones; fear of disease (coronavirus has been the 
latest scare); work issues; the future of our United Methodist Church; politics in the United States and in 
our world. 

d. Fear, worry and anxiety are real. 
i. Fear = the emotional response to real or perceived impending danger. 
ii. Worry = the repetitive thoughts or emotions as the brain analyzes risks and threats of danger – real or 

imagined. 
iii. Excessive fear and worry contribute to anxiety – which is a physical and emotional response to fear and 

worry. 
e. There was anxiety present during Jesus’ time: 

i. Mary and Joseph – looking for a place to have the new born baby, Jesus 
ii. Mary and Joseph – when they found Jesus missing (Luke 2:41-52) 
iii. Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane as he prayed for God to prevent his death on the cross (Luke 22:44) 
iv. Jesus – when he met the devil after 40 days of fasting in the wilderness (Luke 4:1-13) 
v. The Disciples were anxious during the storm that threatened to topple their boat – before Jesus calmed the 

raging storms (Mark 4:35-41). 
f. How can we find peace in this anxious world?  What is God’s response to our anxiety and fear?   

i. Peace is a gift from Christ, given to those who most need it 
ii. Peace is a gift meant to be shared by those who receive  

 
“Take time to smell the roses: 

g. Watch the rain come down 
h. See the sun shine 
i. Hear the rustling of the leaves 
j. Nature’s music gives us some of the best songs we can hear 
k. Faith allows us to go on 
l. Refuse to let your emotions get the best of you – Pause, pray and regather. 
m. You’ve got this!” 

 
“Better to be patient than powerful; 
Better to have self-control than to conquer a city.” 
Proverbs 16:32 
 
Carolyn Johnson, CANDO-UMW Vice President 
Elissa MacLaughlin, Nominations Chairperson, CANDO-UMW 



UNITED METHODIST WOMEN MISSION WORK PRIORITY AREA CAMPAIGNS 2020: 

 Criminalization of Communities of Color: Interrupt school-to-prison pipeline 

 Economic Inequality: A living wage for all  

 Climate Justice: Just energy for all 

 Maternal and Child Health: End maternal mortality  

Purpose of the United Methodist Women 

 

United Methodist Women shall be a community of Women whose purpose is to know God, to 
experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ,  
to develop a creative supportive fellowship and to expand concepts of mission through partici-
pation in the global ministries of the church. 

 

 

 

MBAA  KUW  BOTAE 

MBAA KUW NO BOTAE NYE DE, OBEKEKA CHRISTIANFO MBAA A WOWO 
MBEW YI DO NYINA ABOBO MU, WO FEKUWBO, NYE JESUS MU 
AMA ANKORANKOR BIARA NO SUNSUM MU ABRABO AYE PROMPROM, 
NA HEN NYINA YEBO MU YE EDWUMA NTSI, 
YEDZE DEW ASOM JESUS CHRIST NA N’ASOR NO. 
 
 

ANOHOBA 

1. MOBO ANOHOBA DE ME BEYE SETSIE AMA JESUS CHRIST. 

2. MOBO ANOHOBA DE ME BEYE ME FIE CHRISTIANNYI NE FIE. 

3. MOBO ANOHOBA DE ME BEDZI NOKWAR AMA MBAA KUW. 

4. MOBO ANOHOBA DE MEBOSUO CHRIST SOM YI MU BI YE DE MBRE OSE. 

Akan translation provided by Charity Campbell, Spiritual Growth  

 Inspiration 
 
Thinking of you as we go through these uncertain days of COVID-19. But fear not, God is in control. Let the words of 
Romans 8:38-39 assure you that all will be well. Be safe, Be blessed and Shalom. 

Charity Campbell, Spiritual Gorwth 
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Return Service Requested 

THAT ONE 

Be that one. That one who forgives when deep offense has been committed, 
That one who loves when no one else does 

That one who gives kindness to those who are mean 
That one that looks past the insult, instead seeing the pain that motivated it. 

That one who shines light upon those that sit in utter darkness. 
Because the impact of being that one, runs far and wide 

It brings healing into the wounds, Joy to the sad, and hope to those in despair 

BE THAT ONE 
 By Sherri Echert 


