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To All United Methodist Women, 
 
The world has changed drastically in 2020 due to the pandemic.  Many meetings have been 
postponed or cancelled for the protection of our health, safety and of course the governor’s 
orders.  Sometimes our plans do not go as planned, so now we need to find new ways to connect 
and make new plans.   
 
Women working in mission with women, youth, and children does not end because we are 
separated, it just makes it a little harder task.  We need to come up with ways to keep in touch 
with one another and with the technology we have today there is no excuse for not doing so.  So 
as United Methodist Women, let’s put our minds together putting our Love, Faith & Hope into 
action. 
 
COVID-19 Rentry Kits 
Due to increased exposure to congregate in areas of COVID-19 outbreak, our neighbors returning 
from prison are at a higher risk of spreading the coronavirus back into the community.  At the 
same time, incarceration comprises the immune system and one’s overall health, putting COVID-
negative returning neighbors at a higher risk of coronavirus upon their return to community.  The 
Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction (ODRC) has asked the West Ohio Conference for 
assistance in ensuring a safer community reentry by providing hygiene and PPE items to our 
returning neighbors. 
 
Individuals, churches, and groups may participate in the Covid-19 Reentry Hygiene Kit Challenge in 
the following ways:  Serve as a district collection site, coordinate a supply collection, assemble 
hygiene kits, contribute masks to go in kits, or provide direct financial support for purchase of 
additional kit material. 
 
The collection site for Northwest Plains was scheduled for June 22nd at St. Mark’s UMC, 1110 N. 
Metcalf St., Lima, Ohio 45801.  Since so many of the United Methodist Women groups are not 
meeting until September, we have a new deadline of September 15th.  St. Mark’s is still a collection 
site with a drop off Monday thru Thursday 8 A.M. to Noon and Howard Church, 220 Cherry Street, 
Findlay, Ohio, will also be a collection site with drop off Monday thru Friday 10:00 A.M. to 12:30 
P.M., whichever is closest to you. 
 
  



 

“HOPE Letters” is another ministry opportunity for United Methodist Women.  The Dayton Correctional 
Institution for Women would like to launch “HOPE Letters” ministry. This is a great opportunity for 
United Methodist Women to directly engage with incarcerated women in Christian love and fellowship 
without visiting inside.  The purpose is to give hope through regular correspondence to people who are 
incarcerated.  “HOPE Letters” offer encouragement, non-judgmental companionship, and a listening ear 
to an incarcerated sister at Dayton Correctional Institution.  “HOPE Letters” ministry is both an individual 
and group activity as groups support one another in prayer, mentoring, and ministering.  HOPE Letters 
groups of 4 or more come together in a structured program of letter writing 1-2 times a month.  The 
overall goal is for a relationship, rooted in Christian love, will develop before the mentee returns to the 
community so that “this time inside” will be their last time.   
 
“HOPE Letter” groups are trained in the dos and don’ts of corresponding with persons in prison.  If you 
or a group of 4 are interested in this “HOPE Letters” ministry, please contact Reba Collins, AIC 
Consultant, rebakco@gmail.com or 513-262-0184 and she will set you up for the training that is 
required.  Let’s accept Jesus’ challenge to visit “the least of these” in prison through a ministry of 
correspondence. 
 
Mission u 2020 - Currently the West Ohio Mission u 2020 is being planned by the 
conference and has sent out the following article: 
 
During quarantine over the past few months, our Mission u team has continued to 
plan and develop a format for Mission u which can be used in this new reality, and 
are now pleased to announce the 2020 Virtual Mission u.  
 
2020 Virtual Mission u, THE WAY OF PEACE - August 4-30. Join us for an on-line version of Mission u 
this year! The Spiritual Growth study will be using the book, Finding Peace in an Anxious World. You will 
participate through your computer, laptop, tablet, iPad or smartphone using Zoom, an internet meeting 
application.  
  
Finding Peace in an Anxious World uses the book of Proverbs and the "Serenity Prayer" as a guide to 
help Christians find their way through anxiety, worry and fear and more toward God's peace that 
surpasses all understanding. You will need a working e-mail address and a computer or other electronic 
device with a microphone, speakers and internet connection. 

  
Offered in four sessions during the month of August. Each session will be a series of four weekly on-line 
classes based on the spiritual growth study, Finding Peace in an Anxious World. You will pick the day and 
time that is best for you and register through the West Ohio Mission u website at 
https://www.westohioumw.org/mission-u.  Registration will be opening soon! The fee is $25.00 

  
Session schedules: 

Tuesday sessions: 10:00-11:30 am, August 4, 11, 18, 25 
Wednesday sessions: 7:00-8:30 pm, August 5, 12, 19, 26 

Thursday sessions: 2:00-3:30 pm, August 6, 13, 20, 27 
Saturday sessions: 1:00-2:30 pm, August 8, 15, 22, 29 

Sunday evening worship: August 9, 16, 23, 30 
 
Please order your book, read and be ready to join in! We would love to see your faces on our screen in 
August!  
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Social Action Opportunity: Conversations “When we identify where our privilege 
intersects with somebody else’s oppression, we’ll find our opportunities to make real 
change.”        ~~Ijeoma Oluo 
 
As United Methodist Women, we are encouraged to engage in the work of ongoing 
anti-racist learning, recognizing that—especially for White folks—ongoing anti-racist 

learning and self-reflection is not a one-time experience but must be, instead, a sustained 
spiritual practice. 
 
To that end, West Ohio United Methodist Women invite you to read So You Want to Talk About 
Race by Ijeoma Oluo. Starting the week of July 20th we will begin Zoom conversations about 
this important issue. If you are interested in taking part in these conversations, email Beth Vanoli, 
WOC Mission Coordinator, at  vanolibeth@gmail.com.  Buy the book on AMAZON,  COKESBURY, or 
other popular book stores. 
 
FALL CELEBRATION 
At this point we are planning our Fall Celebration for October 3, 2020 at Lima Trinity, but also looking 
into Plan B in case the coronavirus has spiked instead of decreased and can’t have crowds of more 
than fifty. We pray and trust in God that we will be able to hold our fall district meeting. 
 
We plan on sending a full newsletter in early September.  This is just a communication to keep the 
women informed of all the opportunities available through the conference which you can take 
advantage of.  Please see that your entire unit is informed.  God bless all of you and stay safe! 
 
Barbara Coats, President 
Sharon Link, Communications Coordinator 
The Northwest Plains District Team 
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